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REAGAN SYS US, | i, | s

“I can't foresee that,” he replied. He
istration had assured Saudi Arabia of { noted that of all the oﬂ-im;?ting na-

American willingness to help, Mr. Rea- | tions, the United States would bé the
gan said: “If they ask us for help, we :‘least hurt by any shutdown,”” because
have obviously, we've thought in terms | *‘thanks to decontrol,” only 3 percent of
of what we might do. But I don’t think Qg:gncaguﬁl supplies come from the
sl tiitkibon” MG vt ittt
the possibility that the United States Lo the United States's strategic re-

o serve of oil to help American allies in
would become involved in a 8hooting | tne event of a Persian Gulf shutdown,
war” in the area, he replied: ““1 think | byt said there were no specific plans to

very slight. I can’t foresee that bappen- | doso.
A He said that ““neither we nor the West
The President opened the news con- | will stand by and see the Straits of Hor-
ference with a statement appealing for muz or the Persian Gulf closed to ship-

" 15 HOLDING TALKS
~ ON GULF'S DERENSE

CONFERENCES WITH ALLIES

He Asserts Soviet Decision to

. his aid for Central America, . Ping.” !
. Put New Subs Off Coasts | 30 2 P hat “the enemies of free | The President was asked whether be

. " i it recet any response from Saudi
Does Not Trouble Him - |domr e watcog Congress 8 1 | Arabia to reported offers from the |
co':eassem::s abou.tthe seri ~_ | United Statstb? protect tankers pass- |
. SETUC OUSNESS | ing through the Persian Gulf from at- |

By STEVEN R. WEISMAN of tbe situation appeared to set the | tack by the Iranians or Iragis.
Special 10 The New York Times stage for a staterent by Mr. Reaganto | Mr. Reagan responded that the re-

the effect that the world was safer as a | ports were based on speculation, but he
) ; . ult of his policies, contrary to rising | added, ‘‘We have kept in touch with the
.Reagan said tonight that the United rc:ﬁdsms b;)o Democratic opponents in | gulf states and our own allies.” He said

: States was consulting with allies about i : ! that the United States had not offered
! the possibility ofmilitary aid to protect | € Presidential campaign. to intervene in the area and had not

shipping in the Persian Gulf, but he | Ondomestic matters, President Rea- beenasked to.
"said the possibility of direct interven- | gan said that while be remained __ He said that if the gulf countries '

tion was ‘‘very slight.”’ posed to tax increases, be might have = ‘asked for assistance, the United States

In a news conference, Mr. Reagan | to review the tax structure “when we Wouldlisten totheir requests.

la.lso dismissed the talk of increased | get to the absolute bottom of where we “Blow Up the World®

'danger from the recently announced can get in Federal spending.”” ““We’re = The President, asked to explain why
| decision by the Soviet Union to place not anywhere near that,” Mr. Reagan many people felt the world had moved
“more nuclear missile submarines off | said. [Page A23.] . closer to war, said no one sought peace
| the American coasts. | Asked if he felt his policies were re- more than he did. He said the percep-
|71 I thought there was some reason | sponsible for Soviet hard-line policies | tion that “I have an itchy figner and
to be concerned about them, I wouldn’t | _ including Moscow's decision to with- | il blow up the world” was the fault of
be sleeping in this house tonight,” Mr. | draw from the 1984 Olympic Games in | °e§§ ‘;ﬁ:“m";}":f?ﬁ‘ hat he described
Reagan said of the submarines. Hesaid | Los Angeles this summer — Mr. Rea- ! as aggression by ttxl‘ewSaviet Ur?cfx? and
the submarines had been *patrolling | gansaid, I don't think I'm responsible, its alljes in Afghanistan and Cambodia
there for extended periods of time™ and | for those things.” | before his Administration, the Rus-
did not pose a particular threat to He said that it was the Soviet Union, gjans ‘““have not taken another inch of |
Armerican security. not the United States, that had walked territory since we have been here.”

Appeal on Central America away from the nuclear arms negotiat-

WASHINGTON, May 22 — President

i

ing table in Geneva and then dismissed
On the subject of Central Amerjca, | the suggestion that Moscow was ‘‘un-
the President appealed for Congres- happy”’ about the deterioration of rela-
sional supporf for “‘all elements” of his | tions.
program of military assistance to the | _‘‘They're unbappy because for the
area, including the aid to_“freedormn. firsttimeina couple of_ decagﬁ we atx;e
f_ighteis”_ %hoa}e seeking the_oyer- | z;'oie“We'remgﬁldin A :ur gi'litar;
throw of the Government of Nicaragua. 4" werre ‘not ynil atger?lly i -
_In'what was one of his most explicit  ghjje they continue their massive arms
references to what used to be referred  puildup.”
toas ‘‘covert’’ aid to the Nicraguanin-  He added: “1 think the world maybe
surgents, he said, ““We must Support 1s a litte safer than it has been in the
the democratic aspirations of the peo- ”

‘Px:esidem

He also said the United States was
not responsible for the Soviet with-
drawal from the Olympic Games this
summer, and he said the United States
had assured the Soviet Union that its
their athletes would be secure in Los
Angeles.

Commenting on the stalled disarma-
ment negotiations, Mr. Reagan said
that the Russians ‘““may be waiting for .
the elections to be over.’”” He noted that !
Moscow had not succeeded in deterring
| the United States’s European allies
. from #ogepting medium-range mis-

. siles and said that the Atlantic Alliance

ple of Nicaragua™ to_prevent the ent Reagan was asked: haqpever been stronger.
Communi jon. . whether there were any circumstances
t“ﬁdgﬁsidm‘?&ﬁ:;%ﬁ ihe |under which the United States would| Mr. Reagan was ssked bow he could
} : : act unilaterally in the Persian Gulf | :
Persian Gulf came after a period of . i l :
ersian. o eI —without waiting to be asked by one of | Continued
x resul * | the countries in the area.
tacks on oil tankers in the area by both | L0 countriesin !
‘Iran and Iraq. The attacks were part of
‘the_widening war between the two
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